Unexpected pollinosis or insufficient pollen records? Importance of regional monitoring.
Particular climates and the occurrence of endemic flowering plant species potentially leads to special aerobiological situations through the word. After a 6-year study carried out in Murcia (SE Spain) some particularities were detected in the 'aerobiological behaviour' of airborne pollen. Among them, Artemisia was shown to be the most original, particularly because of its unique winter pollination period, not reported elsewhere outside of SE Spain, and due to the occurrence of endemic Artemisia species. This state of affairs is possibly responsible of the high incidence of Artemisia in Murcia (23.5%; European mean, 10%) and the high number of long-season pollinosis sufferers (15%). These results stress the importance of regional and local aerobiological studies for interpreting and predicting allergenic diseases in Mediterranean areas.